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Grace Dent reviews Bobo Social

Grace Dent eats her words - and some juicy burgers - at Bobo Social
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Bobo Social

By Grace Dent
25 September 2014

I ast week I delivered several strong reasons to nuke St Katharine Docks, replacing it
with tarmac or a Fatty Arbuckles or a roller disco. But I'm not all fire and brir 1€
— for this week, I come with reasons to love Charlotte Street, W1. Niftily hidden a mere h¢ X
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consecutive seconds — and home to such joys as Barnyard, Bibimbap, Elena’s L'Etoile and
now, bespoke burgers at Bobo Social.

If you're coming from Oxford Street, Bobo Social is at Charlotte Street’s very far end. It
looks like an elegant home, with its own hallway and tiny under-the-stairs loo. It’s rather
confusing, but then they serve the chips in china tea cups so it also feels rather personal
and quaint. I have a very strong memory of ‘Ashes to Ashes’ by David Bowie playing
through the loo speaker as I powdered my nose. After one pretty potent Old Fashioned
cocktail and an apple cider margarita, I felt like I was in a brilliant, personal 1980s disco. It
felt a shame to flush and go.

So, yes, a strong evening, although I will admit that I greeted the press release for Bobo
Social with an expression that could halt lava. More fancy burgers? Well, I ask you. I'm at
peak patty level right now. Oh, and of course, ‘small plates’ featuring the likes of salt and
pepper crispy squid and sea bass ceviche. These may have sounded delicious, but, as Sir
Mix-a-Lot might have said when faced with a teeny-tiny amount of squid, ‘I like big plates
and I cannot lie/
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Also on the menu at Bobo Social was much specification over the fancy Kopa charcoal oven,
which burns lumpwood charcoal along with a revolving list of woods such as cherry,
hickory and plum. Less menu, more B&Q catalogue. It even claimed to be serious about
cocktails, which I doubted very much — for which I apologise, as after the first Old
Fashioned I was making earnest plans to revolutionise government and/or enter and win
the Three Peaks Challenge, which to my mind is the sign of a great, life-enhancing cocktail.

So, long story short, I was entirely wrong about Bobo Social. Yes, Bobo may sound like the
sort of name given to a silly handbag-sized dog, but there was nothing daft about the
cooking here. The squid is remarkable. Yes, it is teeny-tiny, but my solution would be to
order more. We ate the deep-fried pickles with buttermilk dip and a bowl of chilli chocolate
lattice bacon, which is a delicate balance of delicious and gross. They even let you make a
reservation, and eat with a knife and a fork, on a plate, like a human being, not a savage.
There’s a lot to love here.

The lobster and crab burger comes smothered in a dill caper cream with wasabi fried
onions. It’s £16.50. I know; pricey. There’s also one called Debauchery, which is wagyu beef,
Ogleshield cheese, shitaki mushrooms, bacon mayo, truffle and onion compote and shaved
truffles, for £20. Just don’t eat for the rest of the week. Or give well to charity afterwards.

I ate my astonishingly good lobster burger with skin-on beef-dripping chips, which were a
delicious Proustian rush of childhood Blackpool beach piggery. My guests ate the Bobo
burger — a 60z rare-breed beef patty — with sweet potato chips with truffle salt, declaring it
all extremely good.

Our desserts were a white chocolate cheesecake with lemon and ginger, and a chocolate
and salted caramel mousse. Both simple, satisfying and, importantly, swiftly hoovered up.
Everyone should go-go to Bobo. It’s not exactly pocket-friendly but then, as my gran
cheerfully used to say, ‘There’s no pockets in a shroud!

95 Charlotte Street, W1 (020 7636 9310; bobosocial.com)

BOBO SOCIAL
4 cocktails £32
1squid £6

1lobster & crab burger £16.50
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2 extra cheese £1.90

1 extra bacon £0.95

1 sweet potato chips £3.50
1 chips £3

1 deep-fried pickle £2.50
1 chocolate bacon £2.50

2 glasses Biferno £15.50
1bottle Coke £2.95

1 cheesecake £5

1 chocolate mousse £5

TOTAL £104.30
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